Rotary

District 5320 District Grant Application

Rotary Club of: Vil Park Date: 5/15/2025
Project Name/Title: Empowering First-Gen STEM Scholars
Project Leader Name; Risa Scott Phone #: /14-293-8165

Project Leader Email: Risakaes@gmail.com

1. Please provide a brief description of the project, and indicate the project beneficiaries (who is
being served?):

The Achievement Institute for STEM Scholars (AISS) is a highly successful nonprofit organization founded in
1997 to empower economically disadvantaged, first-generation, low-income high school students, primarily
from minority backgrounds, to succeed in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) fields.

This grant will support:

* College readiness workshops, including application coaching, interview prep, and financial aid guidance
* Transportation assistance to ensure access for students who otherwise could not attend sessions

The program serves high-potential students from underserved communities by providing a structured,
year-round STEM education pathway to break the cycle of poverty through higher education.

2. Indicate the project start and end dates: (The project may not begin prior to the district receiving
approval from TRF. Reimbursements for earlier expenses are not eligible. Projects must have an end
date no later than the end of the Rotary year.)

Project start date: Upon grant approval from TRI
Project end date: June 31, 2026
3. Project location (select one): X Community Mexico

(If the project is in Mexico, will there be a Rotary club from Mexico involved in the project? If so,
indicate the name of the Rotary club and explain the members’ involvement.)

4. List the project funding amounts (Club contribution must be equal to or greater than the amount
requested from the district):

Club contribution: $ 250
District DDF (amount requested from district): $ | 250
Other participating clubs - list club name(s) and contribution amount(s) below:

$

$
Grant Project - Total $ |500
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5. Indicate whether there is other involvement and financial support (If non-Rotary organizations will
be involved in your club project, please describe the involvement and any financial support you are
receiving for the project — for example, in-kind contributions, discounts, cash donations):

This request is part of a larger program with $320,000 in total annual funding supported by major foundations
and philanthropic partners. AISS maintains a strong alumni network that contributes to the program’s
sustainability.

6. Describe the participation of club members (Your club members must be actively involved in this
project. Please indicate how many members of your club will participate in this project and describe
their activities):

Approximately 3-6 Rotarians will participate as guest mentors or career speakers and attend key milestone
events, such as summer graduation ceremonies or career workshops.

7. Describe how funds will be safeguarded and tracked (If funds are to be distributed to a partner in
Mexico who will be responsible for the funds? How will transfers of funds to Mexico be handled?):

Funds will be distributed directly to the Achievement Institute for STEM Scholars (AISS) to go towards student
scholarships.

8. Describe how your club will use the project funds (list the types of expenses /items to be
purchased):

Funds will be used towards student scholarships for college readiness workshops, including application
coaching, interview prep and financial aid guidance and/or transportation assistance to ensure acccess for
students who otherwise could not attend sessions.
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