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                      District 5320 Rotary Foundation 
Committee 

District Grant Report 

Rotary Club: Rotary Club of Long Beach 

Project Title: Stop Hunger Now 

  

 Progress Report  x Final Report 

 
1. Briefly describe the project.  What was done, when and where did project activities take place, and 

who were the beneficiaries? 
 

The Stop Hunger Now project purchased and packaged meals for under-nourished families worldwide, 
generally those struck by disaster. The 29 cents per meal that we paid covered the meal ingredients, 
equipment and instructions on how to package the meals, packaging materials, transportation and 
distribution of the meals.  
 
Our packaging event was held from 1-3 pm on October 24th at the Salvation Army facility at 4555 E. 
Spring St. in Long Beach, CA 
 
More than 150 people participated in our packaging event.  
 
We packaged 35, 970 meals at our event.  
 
 

2. How many Rotarians participated in the project?  66 
 

3. What did they do?  Please give at least two examples. 
 

Rotarians set up the assembly line of equipment to package the meals. They also participated in all the 
stations of the assembly line and showed other participants how to perform their part of the packaging 
process. Rotarians set up a luncheon for the volunteers, handed out t-shirts, and cleaned up the facility 
afterwards.   
 
 

4. How many non-Rotarians benefited from this project? 
 

90 non-Rotarians attended our event:  Rotoractors, Interactors, Cub Scouts, community groups, and 
family members. 
 
       5.  What are the expected long-term community impacts of the project? 
 

Those who participated in our Stop Hunger Now project have the satisfaction of knowing that 35,970 
hungry people will be fed from their afternoon’s efforts.  
 
One of our goals was to involve family members in service, so that they would understand what they as 
individuals can do to help, and what it feels like to put service above self. We accomplished that in 
spades, with a large turnout of kids. As you can see from the pictures, they enjoyed themselves 
immensely and were exceptionally involved in the packaging effort.  
 
We put Rotarians next to children and teens in the assembly line, which gave them an opportunity to 
talk. Conversations included career aspirations, college plans, jokes, and creative ways to better do the 
job at hand (throw the packages rather than carry them!) 
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Kids who participated had the opportunity to touch something that would go to a hungry child on the 
other side of the world. This helps them understand the concept of service in a concrete, hands-on way. 
 
The fellowship at the Stop Hunger Now event, and the conversations at the next Rotary meeting, 
strengthened Rotarians’ sense of cohesiveness and commitment to service.  
 
Finally, to commemorate Rotary of Long Beach’s 100th anniversary, we had planned on 100 people 
participating. Based on attendance being 50% above our plan, we are well positioned for Rotary of 
Long Beach’s 150th anniversary! 
 
Here are some of the quotes we heard from participants: 
 

“The turnout was amazing and such a great blend of Rotarians, Rotoractors, families 
and students. Everyone I spoke with felt great about the event.” 
-- President, Rotary Long Beach 
 
“I’m just grateful I could participate.” – An Interactor, as he cleaned rice off the floor 

 
“I was touched when I spoke to Robert, learned about his stories, and knew how our 
event inspired him to look for his next job.”–A Rotary Long Beach member. [Robert was 
a homeless man who worked especially hard at the event] 
 
“I saw Robert a month later, professionally dressed, cell phone in hand, on his way to 
school.”  -- A Rotary family member 
 

“This was the best Rotary event I’ve ever attended.” –A Rotary Long Beach member 
giving a talk at a club meeting 
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And some pictures from the Stop Hunger Now packaging event: 
 

 
Three generations work side-by-side on the packaging assembly line 

 

 
Scouts and Rotarian Family Members Enjoyed Packaging Up Meals 
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Filled Packets are Carried to the Sealing Station 

 

 
Every 1000th Meal Merited a Gong Ring. We Bang the Gong 35 Times! 
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The Cub Scouts Invented a New Way to Transport  
the Sealed Packages--Throw Them! 

 
Some of the 35,970 Finished Meals, 

Packaged and on the Truck 
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